June 14, 2010

Against Child Labor. | join with all of my col-
leagues in the House, and on both sides of
the aisle, in condemning the horrendous prac-
tice of child labor. While great strides have
been made in eradicating child labor in the
United States, this Congress and our Nation
must do more to end the practice across the
world. Throughout the world, children are ex-
ploited and forced to work in often horrendous
conditions. As a moral and just society, we
can not continue to turn a blind eye.

According to the Child Rights Information
Network, from 1997 to 2007, more than 35
percent of African children were subject to ille-
gal child labor. Statistics from other regions
are just as alarming. In the Caribbean, Latin
America, East Asia and the Pacific, 11 percent
of children are laborers, and in South Africa,
13 percent of children are in the workforce. It
is clear that we, as leaders in the global econ-
omy, must do more to work with the govern-
ments in these regions to rid our world of the
practice of child labor. However, as we tackle
the challenges posed by child labor, we must
realize that the primary culprit in the continu-
ation of this practice is global poverty. Unfortu-
nately, many families are left with no other al-
ternative than to send their children into the
workforce to help support their family. In our
capacity as a world leader, we have a respon-
sibility to raise global standards in order to im-
prove the global standard of living and thus
eradicate the demand for child labor.

Madam Speaker, although the problem of
child labor in the United States is less evident
when compared to the labor issues of many
other nations, there is still and always will be
progress that can be made. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor calculates that 4 percent of all
14-year-olds and 8 percent of 15-year-olds are
working at “high intensity” in the United
States. High intensity is defined as a child that
works 15 or more hours per week, and more
than half of all school year weeks. This may
not seem like a difficult burden to carry, but in
a Nation with a population of 17 million citi-
zens between the ages of 14 and 17, these
numbers are far too high. Like their inter-
national counterparts, many American families
can not afford to have an able bodied member
of the family sit out of the workforce regard-
less of their age. We all know that poverty in
the United States is a major problem and | call
on my colleagues to remember the indirect
problems caused by it, such as child labor.

The recent Hague Global Conference
Against Child Labour set a goal of completely
eliminating the Worst Forms of Child Labor by
2016. Madam Speaker, | believe that the
United States should display the same dedi-
cated and unwavering leadership that was dis-
played at the 1999 ILO Conference Against
Child Labor. If we are successful in eliminating
child labor and unfair labor practices around
the world, we will ensure that children, regard-
less of where they are born, are able to be
just that, children.

———
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Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to an individual
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whose service to his country and family are
exceptional. On December 17, 2009, U.S.
Navy Commander Peter J. Carty passed away
after a two-month battle with cancer. He will
be deeply missed.

Commander Carty was born in September
29, 1965 in Portland, Oregon, to parents Wil-
liam and Janet Carty. He grew up in Williams-
port, Pennsylvania with his siblings David,
Jeanmarie, Robert, Timothy and Elizabeth. He
graduated from high school in 1983 and at-
tended the Virginia Military Institute. He grad-
uated in 1987 with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Mechanical Engineering. Following
graduation, Peter was commissioned into the
United States Navy as an officer and was as-
signed to the USS Jarrett (FFG—33) stationed
at Naval Station Long Beach. Peter continued
his career in the Reserves, eventually earning
the rank of Commander.

In 1994, Peter received a Master of Busi-
ness Administration from the University of
Southern California and went on to work as
the Western Regional Manager for Parker
Hannifin Corporation. Peter is survived by his
wife, Carmina; his son, Andrew; stepdaughter,
Lauren; parents, and siblings. Peter joins his
older brother David who passed away in 2008
after a battle with cancer.

As we look at the incredibly rich military his-
tory of our country we realize that this history
is comprised of men like Commander Carty
who bravely fought for the ideals of freedom
and democracy. Each story is unique and
humbling for those of us who, far from the
dangers they have faced, live our lives in rel-
ative comfort and ease. Commander Carty
was a true patriot who will be sorely missed
by his family and friends, but his legacy and
service to our great nation will always be re-
membered.

On behalf of all those who knew him, it is
my honor to offer these remarks on June 14th,
Flag Day, as a tribute to the life and legacy of
Commander Peter Carty.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2010

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Thurs-
day, June 10, 2010, | was not present for
eight recorded votes. Had | been present, |
would have voted the following way:

Roll No. 347—yea; roll No. 348—yea; roll
No. 349—nay; roll No. 350—yea; roll No.
351—yea; roll No. 352—yea; roll No. 353—
yea; roll. No. 354—yea.

—————

McKEE FOODS/LITTLE DEBBIE—
STUARTS DRAFT 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2010

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, it was
two decades ago that the largest privately-
held, family-owned bakery in the United States
decided to make its newest home in Virginia’s
Shenandoah Valley, just miles from the Blue
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Ridge Mountains. | am delighted today to help
mark the 20th anniversary of the arrival of
McKee Foods in Stuarts Draft, Virginia. Based
in Collegedale, Tennessee the company best
known in all 50 states and in Canada and
Mexico for its “Little Debbie” brand snacks
has settled into its location in the Common-
wealth over the last 20 years and become an
integral part of the business community in Au-
gusta County. The bakery is considered one
of the industry’s most cutting-edge facilities,
and more than 1,000 folks are employed in
the production of what | believe are among the
country’s best snack goods—they are stand-
ards in the cupboards of my home and count-
less others. There’s nothing like their Snack
Cakes, Fudge Rounds, Swiss Cake Rolls,
Oatmeal Creme Pies—and more than 70 other
Little Debbie products made from the highest
quality ingredients. The enjoyment that accom-
panies eating these goodies is endless.

In addition to marking the company’s 20
years in Stuarts Draft, we’re also noting a half-
century of the Little Debbie brand. It was 50
years ago that the company’s founders—O.D.
and Ruth McKee—decided to use a likeness
of their young granddaughter Debbie to mark
the brand. All these years later, “Little Debbie”
is the unmistakable trademark of a company
that has been profitable every year since.
That's quite a tribute for a company whose
commitment to “total quality” is a daily en-
deavor. Having met hundreds of McKee em-
ployees over the years, | can attest that they
constantly strive for integrity and to be innova-
tive in their business.

McKee Foods is now one of the foundations
of a region of my Congressional district that's
long been known for its strong work ethic. The
McKee family clearly recognized that attribute
when it chose Stuarts Draft for its newest op-
eration 20 years ago. | commend President
and CEO Mike McKee and Vice President of
Stuarts Draft Operations Randy Smith for
making the Stuarts Draft facility a great place
to continue the company’s guiding values. It's
been a true recipe for success since 1990 in
Virginia. The Sixth District looks forward to
much continued success for McKee Foods
and “Little Debbie” for many decades to
come.

CAPTAIN BOB O’BRIEN
HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2010

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Captain Robert O’Brien on his
retirement from the United States Coast
Guard. Captain O’Brien has dedicated his
time, energy, and resources to maintaining
and defending our country’s maritime borders.

Captain O’Brien was born in Savannah,
Georgia, and raised in Ridgeland, South Caro-
lina. He enlisted in the Coast Guard on April
6, 1970, and served his country for 40 years.
He will officially retire on October 1, 2010. He
started his career as a seaman, and he rose
through the ranks to become commanding offi-
cer of the New York Coast Guard Sector.

Captain O’Brien had a diverse and honor-
able history in the Coast Guard. In 1976, he
was assigned Officer-in-Charge of the USCGC
Blackberry in North Carolina. He was then
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